
 
 

 

User update: BGS Geology 50k V9 release  
 
Release: BGS Geology 50K V9  
Scheduled release date: 27th October 2025 
 
Overview: BGS Geology 50k (formerly known as DiGMapGB-50) is a detailed, national geological 
dataset produced by BGS and is provided at 1:50 000 scale. It is based on the BGS's highest-
resolution survey mapping. 
 
Coverage: BGS Geology 50k has almost complete coverage of Great Britain and the Isle of Man (see 
below). The dataset comprises 494 map tiles and covers approximately 236 000 km2 (approximately 
99%) of the land surface. BGS continues to update the mapping at this scale; where there is no 
current coverage for a theme at 1:50 000 scale, the smaller scale 1:250 000 or 1:625 000 data are 
available, and for a small area larger scale data (1:10 000 or 1:25 000) may be substituted where the 
available 50k is no longer deemed suitable.  

 
Figure 1 Coverage of bedrock (dark blue) and superficial materials (light blue). Unmapped areas (no 
primary survey at 10/50k) are shown in grey. (Coastline: Contains OS data © Crown copyright and 
database right 2025. OS AC0000824781) 

 
 



 
 

 

Summary of updates  
 
Attribute fields:  
 
Version 9.25 of BGS Geology 50k has slightly modified attribute content compared with DiGMapGB 
Version 8.24 (and prior).  The dataset has broadly the same attribution as Version 8.24, except for the 
following: 

• All layers of data now include a persistent GUID field for future compatibility and object 
tracking with other BGS products (see table 1). 

• All layers of data now include 3 fields (BGSRED, BGSGREEN, BGSBLUE) to assist users 
implementing RGB colour profiles 

• The Linear features layer includes one new field (LEFT_HND) to assist in identifying fault-
trace handedness (see table 2). 

• The Linear features layer has renamed the field HWALL_ROSE to GEO_HWALL to assist in 
identifying the hanging wall orientation of the faults. 

 
Users can delete or rename the additional fields if they wish to maintain compatibility with V8.24 
attribution. 
 
Users should note that due to nomenclature changes, some text attribute fields now have longer field 
lengths to accommodate their new content (notably new lithostratigraphical and lithological 
classification). 
 
The inclusion of GUID/UUIDs is to enable users to track changes/updates to specific geometries 
across future releases. 
 
 
New data: This is Version 9.25 of the data. It incorporates all edits since V8.24 (released in 2017); 
including new and revised tiles of geology data, OS Open Data coastline and miscellaneous updates 
and corrections to geological features across the country. Version 9 includes new mapping from the 
following geological sheets: 
 



 
 

 

 
The new attribution comprises 38 fields of information covering a range of typical geological and 

metadata attributes. The new attribute fields are identified in bold below. The dataset content is 
described as follows: 
 

 

https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?pub=GOG

 

https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?pub=GOG
https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?pub=GOG


 
 

 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/home.html
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/lexicon/home.cfm


 
 

 

 
 
The locations of new or modified content in Version 9 (by comparison with V8 shown in grey) are 
shown below. Bedrock changes (pink), Superficial changes (light blue), Linear changes (purple), 
Artificial changes (dark blue), Mass-movement changes (brown). Coastline Contains OS data © 
Crown copyright and database right 2025. 
 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/bgsrcs/home.html
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discovering-geology/fossils-and-geological-time/geological-timechart/
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/home.html


 
 

 

 
 
Changes in Spatial Data in Version 8: Locations of new or modified content in Version 9 (by comparison with V8) 
 

  

 

       
 

Bedrock Superficial Linear Artificial Mass movement 

 

Figure 2 Bedrock changes (pink), Superficial changes (light blue), Linear changes (purple), Artificial changes (dark blue), Mass-movement changes 
(brown). (Coastline Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2025. OS AC0000824781) 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
LEX-RCS codes: The underlying databases include 195 updates or additions to the BGS Lexicon (in 
terms of British stratigraphy and age/epoch/period time scales), a total of 105 lithostratigraphic terms 
were deprecated. Overall, 553 LEX-RCS code combinations changed between versions 8 and 9. 
 
Further information: please refer to the User Guide for the detailed information about the product 
content, attribution, displaying map colours, use, and licensing.  
British Geological Survey 2024. User Guide: BGS Geology 50k V9. British Geological Survey Open 
Report, OR/24/041.  7pp. 

 
For all data and licensing enquiries please contact:  
 
BGS Data Services  
British Geological Survey  
Environmental Science Centre  
Keyworth  
Nottingham  
NG12 5GG  
Email: digitaldata@bgs.ac.uk  
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